
 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
Monday, February 23, 2015 

Mt. San Jacinto College Campus in Room 805 

Presiding: Alex Braicovich, Chair 

2015 Strategic Initiatives 
Budget & Tax Reform / Job Creation and Retention / Healthcare / Infrastructure & The Environment 

Call to Order, Roll Call & Introductions: 12:00 p.m.  

Chair Report 

Agenda Items 

1. Approval of January 2014 Meeting Minutes                                               Action 

2. Legislative Report #2                                                 Action 

1. AB-218 (Melendez) State Highway Route 74. 
2. AB-14 (Waldron) Unmanned aircraft systems: task force. 
3. SB-198 (Morrell) State responsibility areas: fire prevention fees. 
4. SB-67 (Galgiani) Disability access: statutory damages.  
5. AB-323 (Olsen) California Environmental Quality Act: exemption: roadway improvement. 
6. AB-328 (Grove) Minimum franchise tax: annual tax: exemption: veteran-owned small businesses. 

 

3. SWCLC 2015 Legislative Districts             Information 

4.   Legislator, Staff and Stakeholder Updates                        Information 
Federal:     Senators Feinstein & Boxer. Representatives  Calvert & Hunter 
State: Governor Brown, Senators Stone & Roth, Assembly Members Melendez, Waldron & Jones  
Local: County, Cities, Utilities, EDC, Healthcare, League of Cities 

5.  Chamber & Council Member Announcements                         Information 

6.  Today's lunch sponsored by:                 Thank you 

 
 
Adjourn – Next meeting  March 16, 2015.   

For updates that affect your business everyday - LIKE us on:   

The Southwest California Legislative Council Thanks Our Partners: 
Southwest Riverside Country 
Association of Realtors       
Southern California Edison  
Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California 
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water 
District 
The Gas Company 
Abbott Vascular 
 

Commerce Bank of Temecula Valley 
Loma Linda University Medical 
Center 
Southwest Healthcare Systems   
Walmart 
EDC of Southwest California  
CR&R Waste Services 
The Murrieta Temecula Group 
 

Temecula Valley Chamber of 
Commerce 
Murrieta Chamber of Commerce 
Lake Elsinore Valley Chamber of 
Commerce 
Wildomar Chamber of    Commerce 
Menifee Valley Chamber of 
Commerce 
Perris Valley Chamber of 
Commerce  

 

 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB218&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB14&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB198&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB67&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB323&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB328&search_keywords=
http://srcar.org/
http://srcar.org/
https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/!ut/p/b1/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfGjzOIt3Q1cPbz8DTzdQwKNDTyNAw38gh0djQ0MzIAKIoEKDHAARwNC-sP1o8BK8JjgpR-VnpOfBHZNpGNekrFFun5UUWpaalFqkV5pEVA4o6SkoNhK1UDVoLy8XC89Pz89J1UvOT9X1QCbloz84hL9CFSV-gW5EQa6UUmV5Y6KigATG3gA/dl4/d5
http://www.mwdh2o.com/
http://www.mwdh2o.com/
http://www.evmwd.com/
http://www.evmwd.com/
http://www.socalgas.com/
http://www.abbottvascular.com/us/index.html
https://www.commercebanktv.com/
http://llumcmurrieta.org/
http://llumcmurrieta.org/
http://www.swhealthcaresystem.com/
http://www.walmart.com/storeLocator/ca_storefinder_details_short.do?edit_object_id=2952
http://edcswca.com/
http://www.crrwasteservices.com/
http://temecula.org/
http://temecula.org/
http://www.murrietachamber.org/
http://www.lakeelsinorechamber.com/
http://www.lakeelsinorechamber.com/
http://wildomarchamber.org/
http://www.menifeevalleychamber.com/
http://www.menifeevalleychamber.com/
http://perrischamber.org/
http://perrischamber.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SWCLC
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Southwest California Legislative Council 
Menifee Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Murrieta Chamber of Commerce 

Temecula Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Lake Elsinore Chamber of Commerce 

Wildomar Chamber of Commerce 
Meeting Minutes 

January 26, 2015 

 
Legislative Consultant:  Gene Wunderlich 
 

2015 Chair:   Dennis Frank, Past Chair 
 

Directors Attendance:   

    

Alex Braicovich, CR&R, Inc.    
Ali Mazarei, Perris Chamber of Commerce 

Brad Neet, Southwest Healthcare Systems 
Don Murray, Commerce Bank of Temecula Valley 

Glen Daigle, Oakgrove Equities 

Greg Morrison, EVMWD    
Jason Hope, JD Promotions 

Joan Sparkman, Southwest Healthcare Systems 

Judy Guglielmana, Town & Country Real Estate 
Matt Buck, California Apartment Association 

Pietro Canestrelli, Reid & Hellyer APC 
Shaura Olsen, Walmart 

Steve Amante, Amante & Associates 

Tony LoPiccolo, LoPiccolo Consultants 
Vicki Carpenter, Coldwell Banker 

        

 Directors Absent:                      
   

Guest:                                                               

 
Adam Ruiz, 1st Action Real Estate 

Andy Abeles, Rancon Real Estate 
Alisha Wilkins, CCSW 

Avlin R. Odviar, City of Temecula 

Betsey Lowrey, City of Temecula 
Clair Berger, ReputationBiz.Com 

Danielle Coats- EMWD 
Darci Castillejos, French Valley Cafe 

David Madsen, SCAQMD 
Debbie McClure, Edward Jones 

Deni Horne, Assembly member Melissa Melendez 

Erin Sasse, League of Cities 
Gina Gonzalez, City of Menifee 

Jani McNees, The Health Insurance Lady 
Jeff Krals, UC Riverside 

Jeremy Goldman, Southern California Edison 

John Denver, John Denver Realty, City of Menifee 
Kajeja Shenghur, UC Riverside 

Karen Nolan, LCL Realty 

Ken Dixon, Murrieta School Board 
Kristin Harrison, DIY Divorce 

Lana Haddad, WMWD 

Verne Lauritzen, Riverside County Supervisor 
Marty Lanz, LCL Realty 

Mayra Magos, Assembly member Marie Waldron 
Michael Garrison, Assembly member Melissa 

Melendez 
Ray Hicks, Southern California Edison 

Roger Zeimer, RCWD 

Tammy Marine, Habitat for Humanity/TVCC 
Tom Stinson, Assembly member Marie Waldron 

Tony Amatulli, Amatulli Auto Parts 
Tonya Burke, City of Perris Councilmember 

Walter Wilson, Walter Wilson Realty 

Yvonne Ruiz, Wine Country Notary 

  
Staff: 

 Wendy Mitchell- Wildomar Chamber of Commerce 
Alice Sullivan – Temecula Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Laura Turnbow – Temecula Valley Chamber of Commerce 
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 Dorothy Wolons – Menifee Chamber of Commerce 

 Prisha Savoia, Menifee Valley Chamber of Commerce  
 Cheri Zamora – Wildomar Chamber of Commerce 

 Kim Cousin- Lake Elsinore Chamber of Commerce 
 Patrick Ellis- Murrieta Chamber of Commerce 

  

Meeting called to order at: 12:10 by Past Chair Dennis Frank 
 

Update was given from Alice Sullivan regarding the SWCLC Letter to Supervisor Jeff Stone RE:  Temecula Valley 
Wine Country of opposition against the building of a residential parcel/area in Wine Country. The developer has 

pulled their plans and will not be moving forward. 
 

1. Approval of Minutes______________________________________________________________ _Action 

Directors reviewed the minutes from the October 20, 2014 meeting. The motion was made to approve the 
minutes with 2 changes.  The motion was seconded and carried by a unanimous vote. 

 
2.  2015 SWCLC Strategic Initiatives, Update _________________________________________Information  

Gene Wunderlich provided the printed copy  

The motion was made to approve the 2015 SWCLC Strategic Initiative as presented.  The motion 
was seconded and carried by a unanimous vote. 

 
3.  2015 SWCLC Policy Platform                     _________________________                         Information 

Labor Employment 
Pro-Business Leadership 

Taxation and Government Reform 

Healthcare 
Infrastructure Improvements 

Environment 
Transportation 

Tourism and Business Expansion 

Immigration Reform 
Motion was made to approve the 2015 SWCLC Policy Platform as presented with one change to line 

item number 5 under Labor and Employment. Should read: "Monitor and support measures that 
reform our state's educational system and encourage local workforce properness" .  The motion was 

seconded and carried by a unanimous vote. 

 
4.  SWCLC 2015 Operating Manual _________________________________________________Information 

Changes were made to the manual to include six chambers of commerce. Welcomed the Perris Valley Chamber to 
the Board. Asked Ali Mazarei, Perris Chamber of Commerce to join them upfront. 

The motion was made to approve the 2015 SWCLC Operating Manual as presented with one change 
to include 6 Chamber of Commerce, adding Perris.  The motion was seconded and carried by a 

unanimous vote. 

 

5.  Legislative Report #1______________________________________________________________Information 

 1. SB 25 (Roth) Local government finance: property tax revenue allocation: vehicle license fee 
 adjustments. 

Motion was made to SUPPORT- SB 25.  The motion was seconded and carried by a unanimous vote 

 2. SB 3 (Leno) Minimum Wage: adjustment. 

Motion was made to OPPOSE- SB 3.  The motion was seconded and carried by a unanimous vote 
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 3.  SB 32 (Pavley) California global Warming Solutions Act 2006: emissions LIMIT. 

Motion was made to SUPPORT- SB 32.  The motion was seconded and carried by a unanimous vote 

6.  HWY 79 S. Update Tom Garcia, Director of Public Works. City of Temecula___________________ Information 

Presentation included design- the loop over the Temecula Parkway, and the increase of one more lane. October 
or November 2015, they will go out for bid. February 2015 break ground, and about 18 months of construction. 

Cost 50 million. 15 million slated to come from government and 15 million in Indian gaming.  

7.  Legislator, Staff and Stakeholder Updates______________________________________________Information       

Dennis Frank 

Update on the Ontario Airport issue on the economic impact it has on the region. 
Assembly member Marie Waldron 

 Reported by Tom Stinson, Bills: AB 14 unman air force task force, with regards to the drones flying above all in 
backyards or into planes. AB 59 Assistant Outpatient Treatment regarding the severally mentally challenged to 

get assistance after they are released.  

Assembly Member Melissa Melendez 
Report by Michael Garrison 

13 bills currently she is working on.  Her focus is Proposition 47 changing the penalties for firearm theft. AB 150- 
Gun theft: restore the penalties to felony grand theft. Co-author AB46- Date Rape Drug: this bill will restore the 

ability to bring felony charges for the possession of most commonly used date rape drugs. 

City of Menifee 
Reported by Gina Gonzalez: City just broke ground on Commerce Point on January 12th: 33 buildings covering 

800,000 sq ft of construction. Want to thank the Riverside County, for the Newport Interchange project that the 
City hopes to break ground in February or early March on.  

Ausha Wilkins, CCSW 
Celebrating 50th Anniversary 

Laverne Lauritzen, Riverside County Supervisor 

The pressing concern for a newly appointment Supervisor, waiting for Governor Brown to make a decision.  
They understand that he has 3 appointments to make in the state. They understand the Governor want to make 

them at the same time. They are moving forward as if nothing has changed. Most the staff is still in place. All 
programs are moving forward as originally planned. 

City of Temecula 

Report by Betsy Lowery, Upcoming State of the City on May 28th. 
City of Perris 

Reported by Tonya Burke, City of Perris Councilmember, nothing to report just happy to be here. 
8.  Chamber & Council Member Announcements____________________________________________Information 

Menifee Chamber of Commerce 

Report by Dorothy Wolons 
Wildomar Chamber of Commerce 

Reported by Wendy Mitchell 
Temecula Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Reported by Alice Sullivan 
Murrieta Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Reported By Patrick Ellis 

Lake Elsinore Chamber of Commerce 
Reported by Kim Cousin 

9.  Lunch Sponsor______________ ___Apple Bee's                     _______Information  
Dennis Frank thanked Apple Bee's for sponsoring lunch today. 

 

Motion to Adjourn at 1:32 p.m. 
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Legislative  Item #1                   Action 

 AB-218 (Melendez) State Highway Route 74. 
Recommended action: SUPPORT 

Presentation: Gene Wunderlich 

Summary:  
Existing law provides that the Department of Transportation has full possession and control of all state highways. 
Existing law describes the authorized routes in the state highway system and establishes a process for adoption of a 
highway on an authorized route by the California Transportation Commission. Existing law authorizes the commission to 
relinquish certain state highway segments to local agencies. 

This bill would authorize the commission to relinquish to the County of Riverside that portion of State Highway Route 74 
located in the unincorporated area east of the City of Lake Elsinore and west of the City of Perris under specified 
conditions. 

 
Purpose of the Bill: 

The commission may relinquish to the County of Riverside the portion of Route 74 that is located within the 
unincorporated area east of the City of Lake Elsinore and west of the City of Perris, upon terms and conditions the 
commission finds to be in the best interests of the state, if the department and the County of Riverside enter into an 
agreement providing for that relinquishment. 

1. A relinquishment under this subdivision shall become effective immediately after the county recorder records the 
relinquishment resolution that contains the commission’s approval of the terms and conditions of the 
relinquishment. 

2. On and after the effective date of the relinquishment, both of the following shall occur: 

(A) The portion of Route 74 relinquished under this subdivision shall cease to be a state highway. 

(B) The portion of Route 74 relinquished under this subdivision may not be considered for future adoption under 
Section 81. 

1. For portions of Route 74 relinquished under this subdivision, the County of Riverside shall maintain signs 
directing motorists to the continuation of Route 74. 

 

Arguments in Favor:  

The six-mile portion of Highway 74 addressed in the legislation is located in the unincorporated area east of the City of 
Lake Elsinore and west of the City of Perris. 

The proposed law, AB 218, will allow the County of Riverside and the state Department of Transportation to negotiate a 
revenue neutral agreement relieving the State of California from future maintenance and liability costs, while allowing 
more local control of improvements along this corridor. 

“I believe in local control and watching out for the taxpayers of our state,” Melendez said. “By eliminating bureaucratic 
issues associated with CalTrans and allowing the county to manage and maintain this highway, we’ll reduce the burden 
on taxpayers. Through this transfer we will finally be able to address the years of neglect and provide the much needed 
maintenance and improvements this corridor desperately needs.”  

"Assemblywoman Melissa Melendez has just introduced legislation on our behalf to help the County take over operations 
of Hwy 74 between Perris and Lake Elsinore. This will make it much easier to make improvements for economic 
development and public safety in this corridor.´ Kevin Jeffries, 1st District Supervisor.  

Supporting: None on record (2/18/15)

Opposing: None on record (2/18/15) 

Status: Active - In Committee Process. Assembly Transportation Committee. 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB218&search_keywords=
https://www.facebook.com/MelissaMelendezCA
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Legislative  Item #2                   Action 

AB-14 (Waldron) Unmanned aircraft systems: task force. 
Recommended action: SUPPORT 

Presentation: Gene Wunderlich 

Summary: 

Existing federal law, the Federal Aviation Administration Modernization and Reform Act of 2012, provides for the 
integration of civil unmanned aircraft systems, commonly known as drones, into the national airspace system by 
September 30, 2015. Existing federal law requires the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration to develop 
and implement operational and certification requirements for the operation of public unmanned aircraft systems in the 
national airspace system by December 31, 2015. 

This bill would create the Unmanned Aircraft Systems Task Force, comprised of 10 members, as provided. The bill would 
require the task force to research, develop, and formulate a comprehensive policy for unmanned aircraft systems. The 
task force would be required to submit, among other things, a policy draft and suggested legislation pertaining to 
unmanned aircraft systems to the Legislature and the Governor throughout the term of the task force, on or before January 
1, 2018. The bill would provide that these provisions are repealed on January 1, 2022. 

Purpose of the Bill: 

The Legislature finds and declares that there is a need for California to have in place a comprehensive policy for the 
operation of unmanned aircraft systems, and a desire to work with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in the 
development of and within the guidelines of the FAA as they are put in place. 

It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this title that a task force be created  to advise the Governor and the 
Legislature in formulating a comprehensive policy for the state regarding unmanned aircraft systems, including, but not 
limited to, commenting on FAA policy development, and anticipating and recognizing California’s unique needs for high 
technology, aerospace, commercial, agricultural and public safety uses. 

 There is hereby created the Unmanned Aircraft Systems Task Force which shall operate for two years, until January 1, 
2018. 

The task force shall take all actions necessary to research, develop, and formulate a comprehensive  policy for unmanned 
aircraft systems, to promote aviation, aerospace, agricultural, public safety and technology industry uses throughout the 
state, through the commercialization of aviation, aerospace, and technology products and ideas, including, but not 
limited to, all of the following: 

(1)  Review regulations and guidance from the FAA regarding unmanned aircraft systems and  incorporate them into 
a state policy draft and advise the Governor and the Legislature on an on-going basis regarding FAA policy 
development, task force activities, and public comment regarding the development of the FAA guidelines to coincide 
with the needs of California. 

(2)  Provide written recommendations, together with suggested legislation, for a comprehensive state policy for 
unmanned aircraft systems that allows the use of unmanned aircraft systems for public and private applications. 

 (3) Study the private use of unmanned aircraft systems to encourage development of the unmanned aircraft systems 
industry in the private sector. 

(4) Evaluate complaints and concerns that are expressed to the task force regarding the use of unmanned aircraft 
systems. 

(5)  Study and make recommendations with respect to ensuring that unmanned aircraft systems users comply with 
applicable laws, and assess implementation plans and results. 

(6) Encourage communication and resource sharing among individuals and organizations involved in the aviation, 
aerospace, agriculture, government, and technology industry, including business, the military, and academia. 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB14&search_keywords=
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 Any written recommendations, suggested legislation, or other drafts or documents required to be prepared pursuant to 
Section 110051 shall be submitted to the Legislature and the Governor throughout the term of the task force, on or before 
January 1, 2018. 

Supporting: None on record (2/18/15)

Opposing: None on record (2/18/15) 

Status: Active - In Committee Process. Assembly Transportation Committee. (Amended by author) 

 

 
 

Legislative  Item #3                   Action 

SB-198 (Morrell) State responsibility areas: fire prevention fees. 
Recommended action: SUPPORT 

Presentation: Gene Wunderlich 

Summary: 

Existing law requires the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection to adopt regulations to establish a fire prevention fee 
in an amount not to exceed $150 to be charged on each structure on a parcel that is within a state responsibility area, as 
defined, and requires that the fire prevention fee be adjusted annually using prescribed methods. Existing law requires the 
State Board of Equalization to collect the fire prevention fees, as prescribed. Existing law establishes the State 
Responsibility Area Fire Prevention Fund and prohibits the collection of fire prevention fees if there are sufficient 
amounts of moneys in the fund to finance specified fire prevention activities for a fiscal year. Existing law requires that 
the fire prevention fees collected, except as provided, be deposited into the fund and be made available to the board and 
the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection for certain fire protection activities that benefit the owners of structures in 
state responsibility areas who are required to pay the fee. Existing law further requires the board to submit an annual 
written report to the Legislature on specified topics. 

This bill would repeal these provisions. 

The Southwest California Legislative Council has historically SUPPORTED bills seeking to repeal the 2011imposed 
'fire tax' including AB 1506 (Jeffries) 2011, AB 23 (Donnelly) 2012, AB 124 (Morrell) 2013 and SB17 (Gaines) 213.  

 

Purpose of Bill: 

Igniting another debate over the controversial fire prevention fee imposed on rural property owners, Senator Mike 
Morrell, R-Rancho Cucamonga, has introduced Senate Bill 198 to repeal the illegal tax altogether. Assemblyman Jay 
Obernolte, R-Big Bear Lake, is a principal co-author of the measure. 

“While the legality of the fire tax is more than questionable, it is also fundamentally unfair,” said Morrell. “It forces a 
small percentage of Californians to pay a disproportionate share of fire prevention services. Additionally, approximately 
98 percent of the homes in state responsibility areas are within areas already covered by local fire districts or county fire  
departments.  As a result, many of these property owners are essentially being double-taxed without any appreciable 
increase in the services provided.” 

The fire prevention fee was enacted in 2011 by the Governor and legislative Democrats who insisted that the state needed 
additional money for fire prevention in State Responsibility Areas. Opponents contend that the “fee” many mountain 
residents are being charged is really a “tax.” Whereas fees are intended to pay for specific services, taxes are used to fund 
general government operations and require a two-thirds vote of the Legislature. Because some of the revenue is being 
spent on the latter, it is arguably an illegal tax. 

As an Assemblyman, Morrell introduced AB 124 (2013) to repeal the fire fee. It passed out of its first policy committee 
hearing, but was killed in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB198&search_keywords=
http://district23.cssrc.us/content/Morrell%20Introduces%20State%20Budget%20Transparency%20Bill
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“The Governor and Democrat leaders claim that the state’s finances and the overall economy are strong,” continued 
Morrell. “If this is truly the case, they should scrap the fire fee. But unfortunately, the bills keep landing in mailboxes of 
residents in the mountains and high desert. I will continue to work until the tax is repealed.” 

Outside of legislative efforts, a class action lawsuit challenging the legality of the fire fee is also working its way through 
the courts. The ultimate goal is to overturn it, with the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association leading the effort. To learn 
more about its status, visit www.FireTaxProtest.org. 

 

I’ve opposed this new tax from the beginning, because I believe it is unconstitutional. The Governor and Legislature 
simply called it a “fee” to avoid the 2/3rds vote requirement designed to protect taxpayers. That’s why the Howard Jarvis 
Taxpayers Association, with my full support, has filed a class action lawsuit in Superior Court aimed at halting this illegal 
money-grab. 

This new tax, hitting property owners who are already financially challenged, has not resulted in increased fire protection. 
Instead, the money collected is taking the place of funding that was diverted to other government programs. 

The SRA Fire Fee is an important issue; I will continue working hard to keep you informed about what is happening with 
this tax. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE RUNNER, State Senator (Ret.) 
Vice Chair, California State Board of Equalization 

 

Supporting: None on record (2/18/15)

Opposing: None on record (2/18/15) 

Status: Active - Awaiting assignment. 

 

 

 
Legislative  Item #4                   Action 

SB-67 (Galgiani) Disability access: statutory damages.  
Recommended action: SUPPORT 

Presentation: Gene Wunderlich 

Summary: 

Existing law permits statutory damages to be awarded in certain construction-related accessibility claims against a place 
of public accommodation only if the violation denied the plaintiff full and equal access to the place of public 
accommodation on a particular occasion. Existing law reduces a defendant’s minimum statutory damage liability to 
$1000 if the defendant demonstrates that it has corrected all construction-related violations that are the basis of a claim 
within 60 days of being served with the complaint, and other conditions are met, including, among others, that the 
structure or area was inspected by a certified access specialist, as defined. Existing law also reduces a defendant’s 
minimum statutory damage liability to $2000 in this context if it demonstrates that it has corrected all construction-related 
violations that are the basis of a claim within 30 days of being served with the complaint and it is a small business, as 
defined. 

This bill would except a small business from statutory damage liability in connection with a construction-related 
accessibility claim, as described above, and would instead limit recovery to injunctive relief and reasonable attorney’s 
fees as deemed appropriate by the court. The bill would also extend the period for correcting construction-related 
violations that are the basis of a claim from 60 days to 120 days of being served with the complaint, for purposes of 

http://www.firetaxprotest.org/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB67&search_keywords=
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reducing a defendant’s minimum statutory damage liability to $1000. The bill would make conforming changes a notice a 
plaintiff is required to served on a defendant in an action that includes a construction-related accessibility claim. 

The Southwest California Legislative Council has historically SUPPORTED bills seeking to limit nuisance lawsuits 
against business owners including SB 1186 (Steinberg) 2012, AB 223 (Olsen) 2013 and H.R. 994 (Calvert) ACCESS Act.  

 

Purpose of Bill: 

The recent swell of lawsuits filed under the Americans with Disabilities Act has had a distressing impact on businesses, 
even forcing some to shut their doors. Predatory lawyers from outside of our community are coming in and demanding 
considerable sums of money from local businesses under the auspices of damages endured by their clients. 

SB 67 would require a plaintiff bringing a lawsuit against a small business under the ADA to provide evidence of having 
suffered actual harm.  Under SB 67 any judgment would have to be based on the actual harm rather than the arbitrary 
statutory fines that are currently imposed. The bill would also increase the time period to correct ADA deficiencies from 
60 days to 120 days. 

“The original intent of the ADA was a good one – to ensure businesses provide accommodations to their customers who 
have disabilities.  Many business owners, particularly those in older buildings, have already spent thousands and 
thousands of dollars on renovations. However, in some cases it is impossible to comply because some buildings were 
constructed decades before the law went into effect. The law was not designed to be a ‘get-rich-quick’ scheme for 
predatory lawyers,” Galgiani claims. “My motivation for introducing SB 67 is to limit these ‘shakedown’ lawsuits and 
protect California business from exploitation.” 

"This legislation will reduce the profit incentive to file frivolous lawsuits based on minor and technical deficiencies and 
allow businesses more time to correct them,” said Senator Galgiani. “The filing of these lawsuits is having a devastating 
financial impact on businesses that comply with the spirit of the law, but get an ‘A-‘ instead of an ‘A+’.” 

 

Supporting: None on record (2/18/15)

Opposing: None on record (2/18/15) 

Status: Active - Referred to Senate Judiciary Committee. 

 

 
Legislative  Item #5                   Action 

AB-323 (Olsen) California Environmental Quality Act: exemption: roadway improvement. 
Recommended action: SUPPORT 

Presentation: Gene Wunderlich 

Summary: 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead agency, as defined, to prepare, or cause to be prepared, 
and certify the completion of, an environmental impact report (EIR) on a project that it proposes to carry out or approve 
that may have a significant effect on the environment or to adopt a negative declaration if it finds that the project will not 
have that effect. CEQA also requires a lead agency to prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a project that may have 
a significant effect on the environment if revisions in the project would avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no 
substantial evidence that the project, as revised, would have a significant effect on the environment. 

CEQA, until January 1, 2016, exempts a project or an activity to repair, maintain, or make minor alterations to an existing 
roadway, as defined, if the project or activity is carried out by a city or county with a population of less than 100,000 
persons to improve public safety and meets other specified requirements. 

This bill would extend the above exemption indefinitely providing ongoing assistance to smaller cities throughout the 
state and in our own region.  

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB323&search_keywords=
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Supporting: None on record (2/18/15)

Opposing: None on record (2/18/15) 

Status: Active - Awaiting assignment. 

 

 
Legislative  Item #6                   Action 

AB-328 (Grove) Minimum franchise tax: annual tax: exemption: veteran-owned small businesses. 
Recommended action: SUPPORT 

Presentation: Gene Wunderlich 

Summary: 

Existing law imposes an annual minimum franchise tax, except as provided, on every corporation incorporated in this 
state, qualified to transact intrastate business in this state, or doing business in this state. Existing law exempts a 
corporation that incorporates or qualifies to do business in this state from the payment of the minimum franchise tax in its 
first taxable year. 

Existing law imposes an annual tax in an amount equal to the minimum franchise tax on every limited liability company 
doing business in this state. In addition, existing law requires every limited liability company if the articles of 
organization have been accepted by, or a certificate of registration has been issued by, the Secretary of State to pay an 
annual tax in an amount equal to the minimum franchise tax. 

This bill, for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2016, would additionally eliminate that minimum franchise 
tax, in the 2nd and 3rd taxable years, for a corporation that is a new veteran-owned small business, and that annual tax, in 
the first 3 taxable years, for a limited liability company that is a new veteran-owned small business, as defined. 

This bill would take effect immediately as a tax levy. 

This bill is similar to SB 641 (Anderson) SUPPORTED by the SWCLC in 2013 seeking to eliminate the minimum 
franchise tax for eligible new businesses. AB 328 narrows the scope to veteran owned small businesses.  

Purpose of Bill: 

For purposes of this subdivision: 

(A) “New veteran-owned small business” means a veteran-owned limited liability company that is formed under the laws 
of this state or has qualified to transact intrastate business in this state that begins business operations at or after the time 
of its formation, and that has a total income derived from, or attributable to, the state of two hundred fifty thousand 
dollars ($250,000) or less. “New veteran-owned small business” does not include any limited liability company that 
began business operations as a sole proprietorship, a partnership, a corporation, or any other form of business entity 
prior to its formation. 

(B) “Veteran” means an individual honorably discharged from the Armed Forces of the United States. 

(C) “Veteran-owned limited liability company” means a limited liability company in which more than 50 percent of the 
membership interest is owned by one or more veterans. 

(E) “New veteran-owned small business” means a veteran-owned corporation that is incorporated under the laws of this 
state or has qualified to transact intrastate business in this state that begins business operations at or after the time of its 
incorporation, and that has a total income derived from, or attributable to, the state of two hundred fifty thousand dollars 
($250,000) or less. “New veteran-owned small business” does not include any corporation that began business 
operations as a sole proprietorship, a partnership, or any other form of business entity prior to its incorporation. 

Supporting: None on record (2/18/15)

Opposing: None on record (2/18/15) 

Status: Active - Awaiting assignment.  

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB328&search_keywords=
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